l6o                     TIME     RUNS     OUT
there. He works in a pleasant room on the second floor, his
windows overlooking the park. Admiral Leahy is the most
important figure in the diplomatic colony in Vichy, and this
has been a very gruelling post for him.
" It is just about what I expected," he told me the first
time I saw him.
Nobody ever heard him complain. It doesn't make any
difference what else is going ^on, when Leahy wants "to see
the marshal, that is all there is to it. The marshal sees him
in a hurry. Douglas MacArthur II, the namesake of his
heroic uncle, is second secretary at Vichy and pulls a heavy
oar. He and Mrs. MacArthur, who is the daughter of
Senator Alben W. Barkley, live at the Hotel des Ambas-
sadeurs. Ironically enough, the Japanese ambassador lives
there too.
The Germans are operating a " bear point " on the un-
occupied area, needlessly depressing the already tragic
living conditions, forcing artificial restrictions, looting much
they do not need, and in every way seeking to weigh down
this section. This is a conditioning operation, handled
through Otto Abetz, the German ambassador to Paris. It
sets the stage so that the Germans can at any time set up
a new " national " government in Paris, lift the weights, and
gain acceptance from the hard-pressed French for a new
crowd in the old capital. In this way Germany can liquidate
the whole Vichy position overnight.
Every politician in Vichy knows this. And every foreign
diplomat there knows that any Vichy leader's personal
attitude toward the United Nations or Germany is of
secondary importance.
This is an explanation of the innocuous nature of Vichy,
but it is small solace to the free world.
I would have been very interested in hearing Petain make
a speech after Vichy's abject surrender of Indio-China to
the Japs in September 1940. This engagement was, of
course, totally outside Plain's armistice obligations. Ttf
the everlasting mockery of Vichy's attempt to appear a
sovereign France, this shameful act in the H6tel du Pare
opened the way to the whole United Nations disaster in
Malaya and the Netherlands East Indies.
To the credit of the citizens in France, however, the